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Readings:  Acts 17:28  ‘For in him we live and move and have our being.’ 
  Psalm 139:7-10  “Where can I go from your Spirit?  Where can I flee from your 
presence? 8 If I go up to the heavens, you are there; if I make my bed in the depths, you are 
there.  9 If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far side of the sea, 10 even there 
your hand will guide me, your right hand will hold me fast.” 
 

During this week I was given these words by a congregation member: 
 

“A man whispered, 
"God, speak to me" 

and a meadowlark sang. 
 

But, the man did not hear . . . 
 

So the man yelled, 
"God, speak to me" 

and the thunder rolled across the sky. 
 

But, the man did not listen . . . 
 

The man looked around and said, 
"God let me see you." 

And a star shone brightly. 
 

But the man did not see . . . 
 

And, the man shouted, 
"God show me a miracle." 

And a life was born. 
 

But, the man did not notice . . . 
 

So, the man cried out in despair, 
"Touch me God, and let me know you are here." 

Whereupon, God reached down and touched the man. 
 

But, the man brushed the butterfly away...and walked on . . . 
 

~ Author Unknown ~ 
 
Last week we reminded ourselves that prayer begins in the knowledge that God is already 



with us, we, in our prayers do not need to bridge a gap between ourselves and God, our 
prayers simply need to respond to the presence of our loving God.     Thomas Keating while 
quoting St Teresa of Avila affirms this truth for us: “St Teresa of Avila once wrote that all 
difficulties in prayer come from one single flaw: praying as if God were absent.  Many of our 
difficulties in daily life are probably the result of living as is God were absent.  The impression 
is sometimes given in religious instruction that God is outside us.  On the contrary God is 
totally present to us all the time:  closer than thinking, closer than breathing, closer than 
choosing, closer than consciousness itself.  God could not be any closer.” (Thomas Keating in 
The Diversity of Centering Prayer)   John Wesley describes this God-with-us-kind-of-lifestyle 
as follows: “In retirement or company, in leisure, business, or conversation, his heart is ever 
with the Lord.  Whether he lie down or rise up, God is in all his thoughts: he walks with God 
continually; having the loving eye of his soul fixed on Him, and everywhere “seeing Him that is 
invisible.” (John Wesley)  This is definitely how most of us would choose to live, but what kind 
of shift would it entail? 
 
We are most often encouraged to move in the direction of being pro-active, controlling, 
manipulating, of taking charge, or of leading strongly…or else we are fired! 
 
But our scriptures take a different line.  Here we are called into a “Waiting, Receiving and Co-
operating” lifestyle.   
 
The disciples wait: 
  
“And I myself will send upon you what my Father has promised. But you must wait in the city 
until the power from above comes down upon you.” (Luke 24:49 Good News Translation) 
 
The disciples receive: 
 
“When the day of Pentecost came, all the believers were gathered together in one place. 2 
Suddenly there was a noise from the sky which sounded like a strong wind blowing, and it 
filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 Then they saw what looked like tongues of 
fire which spread out and touched each person there. 4 They were all filled with the Holy 
Spirit… and began to talk in other languages, as the Spirit enabled them to speak.” (Acts 2:1-4 
Good News Translation) 
 
The disciples co-operate: 
“They were all filled with the Holy Spirit… and began to talk in other languages, as the Spirit 
enabled them to speak.” (Acts 2:4) They begin “declaring the wonders of God.” (Acts 2:11) 
 
Waiting, receiving, co-operating are what comprise a prayerful lifestyle.  This does not come 
naturally to most of us.  Christine Sine calls us to “a commitment to discerning the will of God 
in our own individual lives. It means growing into habits that encourage listening to all the 
voices through which God speaks to us. The art of listening to God doesn’t come easily or 
naturally to any of us, but we will never hear God clearly…if we have not learned to listen and 
respond to the voice of God in our personal lives. Unfortunately I think that many of us don’t 



take this responsibility seriously enough. Even when we know there is something wrong with 
the state of our souls, rather than pausing and listening to the guidance of God, or taking time 
to get away for some good solitary listening to God, we push on into the very activity that 
crowds out God’s ability to speak to us. 
  
God speaks to us in many and diverse ways. Some hear God clearest through scripture and 
prayer. Others respond better to the voice of God through interacting with nature. Still others 
hear the voice of God through their interactions with friends, family, their faith community or 
their spiritual directors. God speaks through many other ways too – through our own 
brokenness and struggles, through the broken and marginalized in our world-wide community, 
through our busyness and irritability, through the demands of our bodies and the weariness of 
our spirits.” 
 
We can live grasping, grabbing and gathering lives or we can live with open hands. Waiting, 
receiving, and co-operating imply open hands. We come before God: waiting (we are 
dependant); receiving (we are filled, empowered); co-operating  (we express God’s mission in 
this world).  Prayer enables this shift. 
 
Let’s look at each of these three calls individually: 
 
Waiting: 
This expresses our faith that we need to stop trying to do it all in our own strength.  God is 
already acting on our behalf, already nurturing us in his love. “Be still and know that He is 
God!” 
 
Receiving: 
The connection is made. This is a deeply intimate moment. This shift opens our heart to living 
in intimacy with our God   Luke's gospel gives us a picture of Jesus in intimate prayer.  Early 
in the morning he is found in prayer,  he prays through the night,  he prays as he looks to 
Jerusalem.  Jesus is concerned that his audience grasps this intimacy.   As the stone is rolled 
away on the occasion of the raising of Lazarus we read these words: "Then Jesus looked up 
and said, 'Father I thank you that you have heard me.  I know that you always hear me, but I 
said this for the benefit of the people standing here, that they may believe you sent me.'   An 
outworking of this intimacy is the raising of Lazarus.    We could define prayer as: an 
expression of our intimacy with God. In terms of this definition the primary purpose of prayer is 
to acknowledge that God is with us, to be present to this God, to enjoy him and to listen to his 
heartbeat. 
 
Co-operation: 
A mark of those who are intimate with God is their deep desire and decision to co-operate with 
God.  If we would be intimate with God we need to have the desire to co-operate.  No co-
operation and you are lost.   Let's look at an orchestra.   There is talent and a rich giftedness.  
Everyone has spent hours of practise developing their skills and musicality.  You can have the 
best conductor in the world, full of music, all the right notes in his head.  But if the orchestra 
does not co-operate that conductor is lost.  Do you think this could be a picture of modern 



society?   We are all into self-development and achieving our potential, but have we learnt to 
co-operate with God?  
 
In what ways do we co-operate?  
 
1)  If we are to grow in co-operation with God we need to learn to trust God.  What helps me 
to trust my life into God's hands is the fact that he gives us free choice.  He never takes that 
away.  He does not change us into robots, he does not change our lives in that way, he does 
not manipulate of threaten, but invites us to journey in co-operation and intimacy with him.   
 
2)  We co-operate as we resolve to use our resources for God's work and plan in this world.   
As we become intimate with God we are let into the "secret" (it is available to all!)  of his 
Kingdom and we become part of that Kingdom.  
 
3) We co-operate as we listen.  Prayer enables us to listen to the heart beat of the Father.  
This listening transforms our being.  We hear the word of God, his word which said, "Let there 
be light," and there was light. 
 
Stop it!  Stop living a severed, cut off life.  God is with us.  Wait, receive and co-operate.  This 
is joyous meaningful living. 
 
I close with some words from a song a Christianson sing.           
                     There is joy in your presence 
                     Hand in hand we are walking 
                     Like old friends we are talking 
                     I delight in your love oh Lord. 
 
                     Teach me all of your ways oh Lord 
                     Make of me a disciple 
                     Make me a reflection  
                     Of your radiant perfection 
                     I delight in your love oh Lord. 
 
Psalm 139:7-10  “Where can I go from your Spirit?  Where can I flee from your presence? 8 If 
I go up to the heavens, you are there; if I make my bed in the depths, you are there.  9 If I rise 
on the wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far side of the sea, 10 even there your hand will 
guide me, your right hand will hold me fast.” 
 


