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In his autobiography John Kenneth Galbraith tells of the devotion of Emily 
Gloria Wilson, his family's housekeeper: “It had been a wearying day, and I 
asked Emily to hold all telephone calls while I had a nap. Shortly thereafter the 
phone rang. Lyndon Johnson (the President of the USA) was calling from the 
White House. "Get me Ken Galbraith. This is Lyndon Johnson." "He is sleeping, 
Mr. President. He said not to disturb him." "Well, wake him up. I want to talk to 
him." "No, Mr. President. I work for him, not you.” When I called the President 
back, he could scarcely control his pleasure. "Tell that woman I want her here in 
the White House."  (Houghton Mifflin in Reader's Digest, December, 1981) Who 
do you work for?  Today I want to suggest that true service begins with finding 
our true master… 

When it comes to service a common error is to begin with our gifts, our desires, 
our passions, our plans.   Our energy is directed to our fulfilment and we are 
always in control.  What’s wrong with this prayer: “God I have finally decided on 
my course of action, will you now please bless my plans”?  

St Paul is at pains to show that the exercising of gifts begins with God:  He 
says: “God's various gifts are handed out everywhere; but they all originate in 
God's Spirit. God's various ministries are carried out everywhere; but they all 
originate in God's Spirit. God's various expressions of power are in action 
everywhere; but God himself is behind it all. Each person is given something to 
do that shows who God is: Everyone gets in on it, everyone benefits. All kinds 
of things are handed out by the Spirit, and to all kinds of people! The variety is 
wonderful: wise counsel, clear understanding, simple trust, healing the sick, 
miraculous acts, proclamation, distinguishing between spirits, tongues, 
interpretation of tongues.   All these gifts have a common origin, but are handed 
out one by one by the one Spirit of God. He decides who gets what, and 
when.” (1 Corinthians 12:4-11, The Message)  Are the gifts all about us?  
Notice how many times the word “God” appears in this passage: they are God’s 
gifts, for God’s ministries, given by God, to show who God is, and God decides 
who gets what and when!  Our service of God is (oddly enough?) all about God.  
We should begin with God’s plan, God’s passions, God’s directions, God’s 
desires…isn’t this what a good servant does? 

 
"Servant" in our English New Testament usually refers to the Greek doulos 
(bondslave). This word denotes a man who is not at his own disposal, but is his 
master's purchased property. Bought to serve his master's needs, to be at his 
beck and call every moment, the slave's sole business is to do as he is told. 
Christian service therefore means, first and foremost, living out a slave 
relationship to one's Saviour (see 1 Corinthians. 6:19-20) (James Packer, Your 
Father Loves You, Harold Shaw Publishers, 1986).  Richard Foster puts it a 



little more gently in Celebration of Discipline as he speaks about “The Discipline 
of Service":  “Self-righteous service comes through human effort. True service 
comes from a relationship with the Divine ‘Other’ deep inside.”  Serving is not a 
way of organising people to get the job done; it is a way of expressing one’s 
relationship with the living God, doing what He says.  It is being a channel of his 
peace. 
Are you ready to serve your God? 
 
Today I want to explore three areas of life that stop us from trusting God as our 
master: Shame, Fear and Anger. 
 
Some battle to trust God as master because of a deep sense of shame.  Surely 
God will have nothing to do with me? How can He be in a life giving relationship 
with one such as me? He sees right through me!  Our shame can build a wall 
between us and God.  Similar to our shame is our fear. We fear God in a 
negative way, and so we hide.  And what of anger?  We think of God and 
immediate the unfairness of life intrudes.  Why pain and suffering? Why Lord, 
why? 
 
“This is a possible scenario at the end of time.  “Billions of people were 
scattered on a great plain before God's throne. Most shrank back from the 
brilliant light before them. But some groups near the front talked heatedly, not 
with cringing shame, but with anger. 
 
'Can God judge us? How can he know about suffering?'' snapped the first.  I 
was worked as child labourer in a sweat shop, morning, afternoon and night.  
We slept on the floor and woke abruptly for our next shift.  The next, “I was sold 
by my parents as a prostitute and I was only fourteen years old.”  Another, “I 
had to watch my husband die a slow death, the cancer eating away at his 
body.”   
 
Far out across the plain were hundreds of such groups.   Each had a complaint 
against God for the evil and suffering permitted in his world. How lucky God was 
to live in heaven where all was sweetness and light, where there was no 
weeping or fear, no hunger or hatred. What did God know of all that people had 
been forced to endure in this world? “For God lives a pretty sheltered life,” they 
said. 
 
So each of these groups sent forth their leader, chosen because they had 
suffered the most. In the centre of the plain they consulted with each other. At 
last they were ready to present their case; it was rather clever. 
 
Before God could be qualified to be their judge, he must endure what they 
endured. Their decision was that God should be sentenced to live on earth as a 
human. Let him be born a Jew. Let the legitimacy of his birth be doubted. Give 
him a work so difficult that even his family will think him out of his mind when he 



tries to do it. Let him be betrayed by his closest friends. Let him face false 
charges, be tried by a prejudiced jury and convicted by a cowardly judge. Let 
him be tortured. At the last, let him see what it is to be terribly alone. Then let 
him die a painful death. Let him die so there can be no doubt he died. Let there 
be a large number of witnesses to verify it. 
 
As each leader announced his portion of the sentence, loud murmurs of 
approval went up from the throng of people assembled. When the last had 
finished pronouncing sentence there was a long silence. No one uttered another 
word. No one moved. 
 
For suddenly all knew that GOD HAD ALREADY SERVED HIS SENTENCE.” 
(Adapted) 
 
The cross addresses our shame, our fear, and our anger. As we stand before 
that cross we see a God who forgives, who loves and who shares our suffering.   
In order to serve God we must first learn to trust Him.  Can you trust in this God 
as your master? 

Why trust God?  Why serve God?  Why make him the commander of your life?  
We could ask: Why follow the operating manual?  Why follow your doctor’s 
treatment schedule? Why obey the law of the land? Why service your car at 
regular intervals?  Because life works better if you attend to the bigger picture.  
God sees more, knows more, cares more, loves more than we ever will.  God’s 
plan is bigger, better, longer lasting and all-transforming.  God is ultimately the 
only one who is able.    

Consider these words from John 2: “1 On the third day a wedding took place at 
Cana in Galilee. Jesus' mother was there, 2 and Jesus and his disciples had 
also been invited to the wedding. 3 When the wine was gone, Jesus' mother 
said to him, "They have no more wine."…  5 His mother said to the servants, 
"Do whatever he tells you."    These are words for servants: “Do whatever he 
tells you”.  They did just that and imagine their surprise when water turned into 
wine!   How surprised was the young boy whose fish and bread fed a multitude? 
What did the disciples think when their small beginnings reached and 
transformed the centre of their world?  The choice is yours, “Your way or God’s 
way!”   

“The captain of the ship looked into the dark night and saw faint lights in the 
distance. Immediately he told his signalman to send a message" "Alter your 
course 10 degrees south." Promptly a return message was received: "Alter your 
course 10 degrees north." The captain was angered; his command had been 
ignored. So he sent a second message: "Alter your course 10 degrees south--I 
am the captain!" Soon another message was received: "Alter your course 10 
degrees north--I am Seaman Third Class Jones." Immediately the captain sent 
a third message, knowing the fear it would evoke: "Alter your course 10 degrees 



south--I am a battleship." Then the reply came "Alter your course 10 degrees 
north--I am a lighthouse."  It’s not hard to see which way ends up on the rocks. 

We close with the famous challenge from Joshua:  “14 Now fear the LORD and 
serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away the gods your forefathers 
worshipped beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. 15 But if 
serving the LORD seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this 
day whom you will serve, whether the gods your forefathers served beyond the 
River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me 
and my household, we will serve the LORD.” (Joshua 24) 

Exercises: 

1)  If you have any doubts that you can trust God do this exercise: Take the 
letters of the alphabet one by one and write down a word that expresses 
God’s nature beginning with that letter. A for example could be “able” or 
“amazing”.  Some letters could be difficult and then a word which begins 
with a sound like that letter would suffice: x could be exuberant!  You 
should end up with a list of 26 words.  Read then out now picturing your 
God as you do so.  Now ask: Can you trust this God as your master? 

2) If fear, shame or anger block you from trusting God.  Go to the foot of the 
cross and express that shame, fear of anger to Christ as he suffers for 
you.   What are his words to you?    

3) Try to describe God’s passion, plans and purposes for this world.  Consult 
the following passages of scripture as you do this:   

Ephesian 1:9-10 - “And he made known to us the mystery of his will… to bring 
all things in heaven and on earth together under one head, even Christ.”     
Revelation 21: 4 – “He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no 
more death or mourning or crying or pain…” 
Matthew 5:7 and 9 - “Blessed are the merciful…Blessed are the 
peacemakers…”    
Romans 8:21 - “that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to 
decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God.”   
Galatians 5:6 - “For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision has 
any value. The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love.” 
Matthew 14:19 – “And he directed the people to sit down on the grass…. 20 
They all ate and were satisfied…” 
Matthew 19:2 – “Large crowds followed him, and he healed them there.” 
(These are just a few verses to get you going.  Why not read a Gospel 
[Matthew, Mark, Luke or John] and get a bigger picture of God’s heart?) 
 
Then pray that God would prompt you as to how you can serve him according 
to His heart. 


