
Primrose Methodist Church: 19 February 2012 
Focus 2: Our Worship Lives Part 2: The Freedom to Give 

 
Readings: 2 Corinthians 8:1-10  Luke 7:36-50 
  
(With acknowledgment to two resources I have used extensively in this sermon: Generosity Giving by Mike Crocket 
and the chapter “Stewarding faithfully what we posses” in the book Invitations to Abundant Life by Trevor Hudson.) 

 
Can you reflect on your experiences with money?  What emotional triggers does 
money hold for you?   Many family problems revolve around money.  Thinking of 
money can make us feel uncertain and threatened.  What does the future hold for 
me?   How is the present state of our country affecting your view of money?  How 
does the fact that your neighbor is not giving as much as you are make you feel? Or 
how does the fact that you are not giving as much as your neighbor make you feel?  
 
The Bible teaches that money can be personified in   “…a power which tries to be 
like God, which makes itself our master and which has specific goals.”   (Jacques 
Ellul)  Money can catch us up in its hold and here it crushes our spirit and leave us 
inwardly bankrupt.  Are you caught up in the money game? Are personal decisions 
primarily determined by economic considerations?  Does your inner sense of well-
being depend entirely on the clothes you wear, the car you drive, the salary you 
earn?  If we don't master money, money will master us!  How can we be set free 
from the hold of this idol?  My prayer for us today is that we would take a step in the 
direction of finding our true master and a new spirit of freedom and generosity in life.   
What does this freedom look like?   
 
The freedom of giving is not dependent on your situation 
 
Paul has appealed to the Macedonian church for support for the church in 
Jerusalem.  See what we can learn from their response: 
2 Corinthians 8:2 
 
Verse 2 The churches Paul is referring to had four characteristics: they were 

undergoing trials of great severity, they were extremely poor, yet they 
were overflowing with joy and very generous!  What freedom they knew!  
They were not controlled by their circumstances.  

 
Verse 3 They did not give the minimum, but as much and even more than they 

could.  What does this tell us about their attitude to God?   
 
 
Verse 10 They were the first to give.  They did not wait for others.   
 
 



 
True Giving is Generous 
 
“The word "Generous" is a beautiful word.  It describes a loving, open and caring 
people living in a delightfully unselfish way. People who have mastered their 
possessions and found freedom and joy in being able to share the gifts God has 
blessed them with.  "Generous" is a word that describes God's action in creation, as 
is seen when one discovers the multitude of seeds in a single flower, and towards us 
as we experience the abundant grace, mercy and forgiveness He pours out on us. 
 
Let’s look at some Biblical examples of this kind of giving:  First in the Old 
Testament:  There were the 'first fruit giving' and 'free will offerings'. Both carried with 
them the concept of a costly sacrifice over and above the tithes that were paid.  First 
Fruit Giving was a great act of faith by the farmer who gave the very first and the 
very best of his crop as an offering to the Lord.  In Proverbs 3:9 we read:  "Honour 
the Lord with your wealth, with the first fruits of your crops:  then your barns will be 
filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new wine."  No amount, no 
percentage - just a voluntary sacrificial gift of gratitude to God given by faith before 
the crop was assured.  Repeatedly in the Old Testament the focus is on generosity 
when it came to the question of giving.  Exodus 25:1 and 2:  "The Lord said to 
Moses, "Tell the Israelites to bring me an offering.  You are to receive the offering for 
me from each one whose heart prompts him to give."  When God could have said:  
"Give me 10%", He actually said "Give willingly as your heart prompts you to give!"  
Exodus 35:21:  "And everyone who was willing and whose heart moved him came 
and brought an offering to the Lord.”   
 
In the New Testament the word translated 'generous' is derived from various Greek 
words.  Here are three of them: 
1. In 1 Tim 6:18 Paul tells Timothy to tell his members "to be generous and willing to 
share."  It is quite fascinating that the word used is rooted in the word 'Koinonia' 
which is the word for fellowship!   Generosity connects us in fellowship. 
 
2. In 2 Cor. 9:6 the word used has its root in 'to eulogize'.  Giving generously is an 
act of praise and worship, a celebration of sacred joy. 
 
3. In 2 Cor 9:11+13 the word translated 'generous' in the NIV brings with it the 
concept of 'sincerity' and 'purity'.   
Isn't that enough?  Generosity is about fellowship and sharing, an act of praise and 
worship, in sincerity and purity of heart and motive. 
 
Being generous has four beautiful dimensions: 
1. It is the sacrificial response of a loving heart 
2. It is the spontaneous response of a joyful heart 



3. It is the sacred response of a humble, selfless heart 
4. It is the serious response of a grateful heart. 
 
The context of giving 
 
2 Corinthians 8:5 
 
Verse 5 A key verse.  Follow the sequence.   First they gave themselves to God.   

Then they gave themselves to those they were helping.  Only then did 
they give their money.   What sequence are you practising? 

 
In all of our giving what God wants from us is not our money, as if God was 
struggling to come out at the end of His own heavenly month.  What He wants is 
ourselves and out of our love for Him the sacrificial gifts which we bring to Him.      
 
The context of our giving becomes clear as we reflect on the Gospel story.  We read 
of the woman with the alabaster jar.   
 
Luke 7  Jesus Anointed by a Sinful Woman 
 36 Now one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with him, so he went to 
the Pharisee’s house and reclined at the table. 37 When a woman who had lived a 
sinful life in that town learned that Jesus was eating at the Pharisee’s house, she 
brought an alabaster jar of perfume, 38 and as she stood behind him at his feet 
weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears. Then she wiped them with her 
hair, kissed them and poured perfume on them.   39 When the Pharisee who had 
invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would know 
who is touching him and what kind of woman she is—that she is a sinner.”  40 Jesus 
answered him, “Simon, I have something to tell you.”    “Tell me, teacher,” he said.   
41 “Two men owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed him five hundred 
denarii, and the other fifty. 42 Neither of them had the money to pay him back, so he 
canceled the debts of both. Now which of them will love him more?”   43 Simon 
replied, “I suppose the one who had the bigger debt canceled.”    “You have judged 
correctly,” Jesus said.   44 Then he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, “Do 
you see this woman? I came into your house. You did not give me any water for my 
feet, but she wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. 45 You did not 
give me a kiss, but this woman, from the time I entered, has not stopped kissing my 
feet. 46 You did not put oil on my head, but she has poured perfume on my feet. 47 
Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven—for she loved much. But he 
who has been forgiven little loves little.”  48 Then Jesus said to her, “Your sins are 
forgiven.”   49 The other guests began to say among themselves, “Who is this who 
even forgives sins?”   50 Jesus said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in 
peace.”   
 



Notice how she pours herself and her precious possession out on Jesus: her tears, 
her hair, her perfume.  And why?  She had realized the extent of God’s loving 
forgiveness.  Her love and gratitude in response was great!  
In Mark 12:41 – 44 the widow brought her mite, her very last, Jesus says, “Giving her 
all to God.”    
 
What have these women realised?  How was the Pharisee seeing things?  What 
were some marks of the women’s response?  And the Pharisee’s?  How would you 
like to live – like the widow and the woman with the Alabaster jar or the Pharisee? 
 
I remind you of our three points: 

1) The freedom of giving is not dependent on your situation 
2) True giving is Generous 
3) It happens in the context of pouring your whole life out to and for God. 

 

Practical Exercises 
 
1) This freedom and generosity begins at the foot of the cross.  Picture yourself at 
the foot of the cross.  Look up and see your Saviour, crucified.  Hear his words of 
grace, “Your sins are forgiven, this I have done for you!”   Now pour yourself out in 
love… 
 
2) Then an exercise from Trevor Hudson:  “Begin by affirming that all you possess 
belongs to God.  Whether it be your dwelling place, your car, your furniture, your 
savings, express to the Holy One your desire to place all personal possessions 
under divine ownership.  List all these financial and physical assets in your journal 
and sign them over to the Lord.  Then spend some time silently reflecting on your 
personal management of what you own.  Is your underlying attitude, “What is mine is 
mine and I have the right to use it as I please,” or do you consciously see yourself 
managing your material goods as a steward of God?  Write out these reflections as 
honestly as possible.  Ask the Holy Spirit to liberate you from all forms of greed and 
stinginess.  Imagine Jesus placing his hands upon your head, enfolding you with his 
love, and bringing under his authority the dark spiritual power of your money, paying 
special attention to your thoughts and feelings.”  
3) Reflect on some practical ways in which you can give.  Put steps in place to make 
this giving happen.  Remember that giving in itself breaks the negative and 
oppressive spirit that money can create. 
 
I pray that you may be led into the freedom and generosity of the Macedonian 
church, the woman with the alabaster jar and the widow who gave her mite! 


