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Focus 1 : Devotional Lives  Part 2: Living the Bible 
 
Readings: Psalm 119:105-112    2 Timothy 3:14-17 
 
We must not make another god of the scriptures, that is known as bibliolatry: a form of 
idol worship.  The Bible shares something in common with John the Baptist: it has a 
signpost ministry: it points away from itself to another. The Bible itself says that there is 
only one God we must worship.    Only God is perfect, infallible, eternal, He is the “Word 
of God”    John 1:1 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God.  He was with God in the beginning.” Wonderful as the Bible is; don’t 
worship the Bible.   The Bible is a window through which the light of God shines.  
Consider this story:   “When the great conductor Toscanini had finished conducting a 
brilliant performance of Beethoven’s 5th Symphony the audience leapt to their feet, 
applauding wildly and shouting their delight.  Toscanini waved his arms equally wildly, 
imploring those who were cheering to stop.  As soon as they did he turned to the 
orchestra and shouted hoarsely, “You are nothing!  Next he pointed to himself and said, 
“I am nothing! Then he cried, “Beethoven is everything, everything, everything!””  John 
20:30-32, “Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which 
are not recorded in this book.  But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.”  This 
signpost ministry make the Bible a living book; it connects us with the living God.  
 
Why is this so important to grasp?  Because the Bible without the God of grace, mercy 
and love can become a weapon of hate, bitterness and prejudice.  In John’s gospel we 
find an interesting account of the woman caught in adultery:  The teachers of the law 
and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery…Teacher, this woman was 
caught in the act of adultery.  In the Law Moses commanded us to stone such a 
woman….But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with his finger… “If 
anyone of you is without sin, let him be the first to throw a stone at her.”  Their 
knowledge of the word was presented as an obstacle to God’s real nature. 
 
How can we best allow the Bible to do its work?  Point us to God? 
 
Rachel Evans tackled an interesting project:  “On October 1, 2010, I committed one year 
of my life to following all of the Bible’s instructions for women as literally as possible—
from the Old Testament to the New Testament, from Genesis to  Revelation, from the 
Levitical purity codes to the letters of Paul.”  How might a project like this translate in 
real time? 
 
This would mean, among other things, submitting to your husband (Colossians 3:18), in 
fact calling your husband “master” (1 Peter 3:5-6), praising my husband at the city gate 



(Proverbs 31:23), growing out your hair (1 Corinthians 11:15), throwing away all clothes 
of mixed fabric (Leviticus 19:19), making your own clothes, (Proverbs 31:22),  learning 
how to cook (Titus 2:3-5), covering your head when in prayer (1 Corinthians 11:5), caring 
for the poor (Proverbs 31:25), nurturing a gentle and quiet spirit (1 Peter 3:4), abstaining 
from gossip (Proverbs 20:19), and camping out in the front yard during that time of the 
month. As soon as you enter a church to keep silent (1 Corinthians 14:34)  always 
keeping your light on at night…(proverbs 31:18).  Is this how we are called to use the 
Bible? 
 
In reading the Bible we must consider the stage and context of a particular text. 
Consider the fall of Jericho:  You may remember that the Israelites were instructed to 
march around the city once each day for six days then on the seventh they were to 
march around the city seven times.  We pick up the story at this point in Joshua 6:16. We 
read, “The seventh time around, when the priests sounded the trumpet blast, Joshua 
commanded the people, “Shout!  For the Lord has given you the city!  Verse 21 They 
devoted the city to the Lord and destroyed with the sword every living thing in it – men 
and women, young and old, cattle sheep and donkeys.” 
 
As the story continues we see that Achan disobeys this command and takes some of the 
spoils for himself.  We pick up the story in Joshua 7:24: “Then Joshua, together with all 
Israel, took Achan son of Zerah, the silver, the robe, the gold wedge, his sons and 
daughters, his cattle, donkeys, and sheep, his tent and all that he had to the valley of 
Achor… Verse 25 … Then all Israel stoned him, and after they had stoned the rest, they 
burned them.  (They devoted Achan and his family to God) Verse 26 …Then the Lord 
turned from his fierce anger.” 
 
There are two issues I want to address in these stories.  The first is the idea of “devoting 
a city to God”. At that time the idea that a defeated city was devoted to the god who 
ensured the victory was not unique to Israel.  For example, the Assyrians also sometimes 
followed the same practice.   To consider the city to be devoted was to destroy it and all 
the people in it, woman, child, infant as an offering to the god.  The second issue is how 
people were punished:  Achan takes some of the booty for himself.  Is he the only one 
punished for his sin?  No, according to the custom of the time: his family, sons and 
daughters are stoned with him.   We read that this satisfied God’s anger.   Should these 
verses guide us in our approach to modern warfare?  Or in sentencing a criminal?  Can 
you imagine, your uncle commits a crime and you are also locked up (or worse stoned)?    
 
So why not?  We accept that these understandings had their context and time.  The 
Israelites were still in God’s school, learning step by step, moment by moment.  Christ 
would later lead them into an understanding that God’s care extends to all:   In Matthew 
22:39 Jesus says that the second greatest commandment is to: “Love your neighbour as 
yourself” (second only after loving God). Matthew 7:12, :So in everything, do to others 
what you would have them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets.”   



Matthew 5:44,  “You have heard that it was said, …Hate you enemy, but I tell you love 
your enemy…” 
 
They are in God’s school.  Sometimes they arrive at partial or even incorrect conclusions.  
But their faith is still developing.  Take the scriptural viewpoint on slavery. Exodus 21:1-7  
Buying and selling people, even selling your daughter into slavery is allowed.  Even in the 
New Testament it is offered indirect support: Ephesians 6:5-9 Slaves obey your masters… 
The spirit of the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ though runs counter to the practice of 
slavery and, as our faith has continued to develop, people of faith have stood up against 
this practice.   This kind of reinterpretation takes place within scripture itself.  Christ 
himself reinterprets many Old Testament scriptures to reflect God’s loving nature more 
clearly.  Some examples:  Sabbath usage: Exodus 35:2, “those who work on it shall be 
put to death.”  Jesus works on a Sabbath: He says, Mark 2:27, “The Sabbath was made 
for the good of man not the other way round.”   Christ himself leads the way in this 
interpretive process.   
 
The Canon within the Canon 
But surely then the process could become so subjective that it would lose all value?   As 
a way through this, some speak of the “canon within the canon”.  A canon was a 
measuring rule against which certain objects were measured.  The books in our Bible 
were measured by the early church and were accepted as “canonical”.  They are all part 
of the scripture and good for reading and inspiration.  But they cannot and should not 
just be obeyed mechanically.  The canon within the canon is seen to be the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ.  Begin with the Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John) and use these 
Gospels as your measuring rule in following scriptures.  Not everything in scripture 
expresses God as revealed in Jesus Christ.   He should be our final guide.  God does not 
give us robotic commands expecting us to obey in a robotic fashion.  He wants us to 
grow into mature adults: able to make our own decisions that will reflect our faith and 
the love of Christ.  We must take hold of this responsibility.    “The Bible says it, I believe 
it, that settles it,” is often not enough, and can even be a cop-out for not caring and 
loving as we ought to.  The Pharisees had this kind of attitude when they brought the 
woman caught in adultery to Jesus.  The bottom line?  Know your Gospel well and walk 
in Christ. 
 
Living the Bible 
 
Step 1: Relaxing.. Become still.  Anticipate an encounter with God.  Acknowledge Christ 
with you. Pray 
 
Step 2: Reading…It is a real book, written out of real struggle, in real life situations, 
reflecting a real God and a real humanity.   But it reflects the real struggle of a fallen 
humanity coming to terms with a loving and gracious God whose love extends to all i.e. 
the development of faith. Because it is a real book it can speak into the real struggle of 



our lives and grow real faith in us.  So  read the passage several times begin entering into 
the situation of the text, reading aloud may also help.  If you are able consulting a 
commentary could help at this point. 
 
Step 3:  Rehydrating  (Lectio Devina) 
Practice your God given imagination.  This step involves more than just picturing the scene 
taking place before your eyes,   it is rather interacting with the story as it unfolds.  You are 
part of the scene.  Feel your feelings, ask the characters to explain further and hear their 
words.  Sense the presence of the Christ.  Hear the wind of the Spirit and feel the warmth 
of the flame on your head etc.  
 
Step 5: Receiving   John 14:26,  “But the Counsellor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will 
send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said 
to you.” Joyce Huggett says, "To return to the analogy of two lovers or two friends who are 
deepening their relationship, when one expresses affection of warmth, care or concern, it 
produces in the other a spontaneous reaction: a response of the heart."  Receive a living 
word from God which brings life, freedom and resurrection!  It may be a leap of joy, we 
may sense His call, be filled with awe, be confronted or even be alarmed, etc. etc.   As you 
receive this word ask yourself:  “Does it agree with and reflect the spirit of God’s full 
revelation in Jesus Christ?   Is it a relevant word for me in today’s world, life and culture?” 
 
Step 6: Responding   The Bible enables us to recall the significance of events that 
occurred in the past but in such a way as to enable us to relive this significance in the 
present.   We must “Live the Bible”.   Again ask yourself: “How is God bringing life to me 
in this word? In what practical way can this word be lived in my life?”   
 
 
The Bible is the Greatest Love Story ever written.  It is a book that reflects God’s love for 
us, his patience, his persistence, his care in the face of constant human rebellion and 
misunderstanding. The Bible reflects our stories and offers us God’s Saving Grace, so 
start “Living the Bible”. 
 
 
Excercises: 
Using the above six steps meditate on the following passages of scripture.  Again it 
would be helpful to have a notebook and note any insights which God gives you and how 
you need to respond. 
Matthew 13:44-45 
Mark 1: 1-12 
Luke 6:27-36 
John 20:19-23  


