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As some of you may know I like to plan ahead, I don‟t like surprises or being caught on the 
back foot as it were. It has been a tough few weeks, work has been trying, to the point that I 
wanted to resign, on had an accident and wrote off the car, my mother had a stroke and 
subsequently died and these things caught me off guard. I was not ready for any of this, 
whose plan was this anyway, why was I not consulted? No one checked with me before any 
of this happened!  
 
I have lived my whole life under the premise that “failure is not an option” and yet there was 
nothing I could do about what had happened. These events were all outside my circle of 
control.  
 
This quote is among the great quotes of manned space. Who can forget these? "Godspeed, 
John Glenn," "Houston, Tranquillity Base here. The Eagle has landed.", "One small step for 
man, one giant leap for mankind;” "Houston, we have a problem", and of course "Failure is 
not an option."  
 
I've often wondered about the origin of the last quote as it is used frequently in a number of 
situations. Jerry Bostick who was one of the key flight controllers responsible for the rescue 
of Apollo 13 and who was used as a technical advisor was interviewed before the movie and 
when asked "Weren't there times when everybody, or at least a few people, just panicked?" 
His answer was "No, when bad things happened, we just calmly laid out all the options, and 
failure was not one of them. We never panicked, and we never gave up on finding a 
solution."  
 
This sparked the famous line in the movie and the rest as they say is history. Watch the clip 
here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KhoXFVQsIxw 

Some of you are thinking, “What has this got to do with Christianity?” and the answer is 
simple……….everything.  

We are brought up in a society that values perfection above all else. From the time we are 
born we need to excel, we must sit, speak, eat, walk, get our teeth before all the other kids. 
We must be first in class, play all the sports and win all the trophies. University is no longer 
an option but a must and best we be bright enough to attend. Then one degree is not 
enough, it must be honors and masters at least and preferably a PHD.  

In business we must be better than the person next to us, win at all costs. There is no price 
too expensive to pay. Step on your friends if you must but get to the top. Principles and 
ethics are for sissies.  

How much of this is starting to sounding familiar…a lot I would guess.  
What pressure we live under, what pressure we place ourselves under, all self inflicted.  

You see, we believe that above all else we cannot and must not fail……… 

Our reading today comes from Matthew 16:21-28 this follows on from Peter confession. It is 
not enough to confess that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the Living God, it requires of us 
more than to say the words or be inspired by them. It requires us actually to follow where 
Jesus leads, even when that may mean harm to ourselves and others who are with us on 
the journey. 

Let us read.  

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KhoXFVQsIxw


Jesus Predicts His Death 

 21 From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem 
and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the 
law, and that he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life.  22 Peter took him aside 
and began to rebuke him. “Never, Lord!” he said. “This shall never happen to you!”  23 Jesus 
turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; you do 
not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely human concerns.”  24 Then Jesus said to 
his disciples, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their 
cross and follow me. 25 For whoever wants to save their life[a] will lose it, but whoever loses 
their life for me will find it. 26 What good will it be for someone to gain the whole world, yet 
forfeit their soul? Or what can anyone give in exchange for their soul? 27 For the Son of Man 
is going to come in his Father’s glory with his angels, and then he will reward each person 
according to what they have done.    28 “Truly I tell you, some who are standing here will not 
taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”  
 
What Jesus was telling his disciples in this text was quite clear: what He was doing would 
lead to his own arrest, torture, execution, and death, as well as to his resurrection. 

We need to ask ourselves was failure an option for Jesus?  But let us look at our own failure 
first.  

The reality is that we will fail and our kids will fail. This is both inevitable and also necessary. 
Not many of us today want to hear this uncomfortable fact about ourselves and certainly not 
about our offspring.   We are convinced that we are the centre of the universe and capable 
of anything. Our children have become insufferable narcissists and then, when these kids 
grow up and fail, as they must, we head them off to the nearest therapist, worried their lives 
have gone horribly wrong.  

As parents we are constantly telling our children how special and talented they are. We give 
them an inflated view of their specialness compared to other human beings. Instead of 
feeling good about themselves, they feel better than everyone else. 

In one of the articles I read recently a group of young adults age 18 to 23 were asked, “If you 
were unsure of what was right or wrong in a particular situation, how would you decide what 
to do?” The most popular answer (39 percent): “doing what would make me feel happy.” 

Happiness is neither assured by God or even God‟s ultimate aim for us. Sometimes, for 
example, he demonstrates the grace of his fatherly concern by disciplining those he loves.  

The God of the Bible does not seem so concerned to protect us from all failure. In fact, you‟ll 
search Scripture in vain for anyone but Jesus who avoids failure altogether.  

If we do a careful study of the Gospel of Mark for example it seems to highlight the failure of 
the disciples. With hardened hearts, the disciples failed to understand the miracle Jesus 
performed by multiplying the loaves (Mark 6:40, 52). After Jesus explains that he will be 
delivered up to die, the disciples can think only of themselves (Mark 9:30, 34). And when 
Jesus needs them most, while preparing to offer himself on the cross, his best friends 
abandon him and scatter (Mark 14:27). Yet even then, Jesus promises to return to them 
after his resurrection (Mark 14:28). 

In every case Mark compares the faithless disciples with Jesus, making an essential point: 
Jesus is Lord, and we are not. 

Failure is a vital means employed by God to reveal this spiritual reality. So if we want to help 
our loved ones grow in Christ, we need to account for failure—forgiving them when 
necessary, persevering with them through trials, and affording them freedom to learn life‟s 
painful lessons in their own timing. 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+16%3A21-28&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23698a
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mark%206.40
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mark%206.52
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mark%209.30
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mark%209.34
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mark%2014.27
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mark%2014.28


Yes we will fail but when we repent and ask God‟s forgiveness, we will see the greatest 
truth: that God himself took on flesh and walked among us, so we might walk with Him in 
heaven forevermore.  

But if we were perfect in every way and did not fail and did not sin we would not need a 
savior. We would be God‟s perfect children and Jesus‟ sacrifice would have been in vain.  

To get back to our reading we understand the following:  Jesus would be betrayed, arrested, 
tortured, crucified, and die but the crowning moment would be His resurrection. It is for this 
reason that we can stand here today and declare Him Lord of Lords, Name above all names. 
 
As we think about the Resurrection of Christ, it would be easy to see why the disciples 
thought He wouldn‟t come back from the dead.  
- They saw the Roman Soldiers take Christ away, beat Him and nail Him to a cross 
- They knew that many men died in the beating process, and ALL died on the cross 
- They had never seen a man raise Himself from the dead 
- Jesus was a good friend, and an excellent Teacher, but could He really rise again, or was 
Failure An Option? 
 
 I believe failure was not an option. And here‟s why… 
 
 
 Failure Was Not an Option… 
· Because what God had spoken MUST come to pass.  
· Because what God had started MUST be completed. 
· Because what God had ordained MUST be realised. 
 Failure was not an option… 
· Because the devil was waiting in the wings to steal a victory from the Father 
· Because hell was preparing to receive all of God‟s creation 
· Because death and hell are never satisfied and never full 
Failure was not an option… 
· Because a day is ordained when we will no longer need the sun to see in the day, nor the 
moon at night 
Failure was not an option… 
· Because the gifts and callings of God are without repentance, and God said the 
resurrection of His only begotten Son would come to pass 
 
Failure was not an option because failure meant… 
· That the sin curse of Adam would never be broken 
· That mankind would be utterly and eternally separated from God 
· That you and I would not…could not be Saved  
 
As we go out this week we need to remember and dwell on these thoughts.  
 
Yes we are all sinners and fail on many occasions and yes, God could have abandoned us 
and left us to stew, but key to this is that because of the Resurrection of Christ, „whosoever 
shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved‟. 
Because of the Resurrection of Christ, we as Christians have a prayer partner seated at the 
right hand of God, interceding on our behalf. 
Because of the Resurrection of Christ, we celebrate the fact that our greatest and most 
potent enemy, Death, has been defeated. 
 
This is the victory that overcomes the world, a Living and Risen King, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Why? Because, for Jesus, „Failure Was Not An Option!‟ 

 
Ideas taken from Failure Was Not An Option sermon by William Noel 

http://www.sermoncentral.com/contributors/william-noel-sermons-6405.asp

