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Trinity Sunday is kind of special in that it is the only Sunday that focuses 
on a doctrine and can therefore be quite daunting, both to hear about 
and to preach! It is a word that Christians and Church bandy about quite 
often – but do we know, or even care, what it means? Have we ever 
thought what we can learn from it? 
 
WORDS ARE IMPORTANT 
Words are powerful things. In her novel “The Poisonwood Bible” Barbara 
Kingsolver tells the story of a Baptist missionary and his family who go to 
the Congo at the height of the revolution there to ‘spread the gospel’. 
He does not take any care to learn about the culture that he is going into 
and as a result makes many mistakes. None of the seeds that he takes 
from America bear any fruit because they are foreign and cannot be 
pollinated by the African bees. His promise of New Life is received with 
abject horror, mainly because the river he intends to baptise them in is 
filled with vicious crocodiles and therefore avoided by the local people. 
He learns one word in the native tongue, but his pronunciation is wrong 
so that when he thinks he is proclaiming “Jesus is Lord” the people hear: 
“Jesus is Poisonwood” and wonder how he can be so passionate about 
something that only brings about illness and even death. 
Our view of God is largely formed by the words we use, and especially 
the words we use during worship. There are as many ideas of God as 
there are people because different words bring up different images to 
each one of us. It is important to note that words are not the reality but 
rather a sign, pointing beyond themselves. It is like this - a few 
kilometres away from here there is a sign alongside the highway reading 
‘Durban’. The word immediately conjures up images of sandy beaches, 
white-capped waves, warm winter days, fish and fishing, curry and rice – 
we could go on. But you would not go and park your caravan under that 
signboard, would you? The sign points the way to the reality which is the 
coastal city of Durban, 500kms or so further on. 
It is the same in our spiritual lives. Words should not become idols, i.e. 
the things we worship. Our attempts to describe God point the way to 



the reality that is God and we must always be open to learning and 
experiencing more of that truth. This is the case with ‘Trinity’. If we let it, 
it is a word of invitation and transformation leading to a life full of 
vibrancy and truth. 
 
THE MANY FACES OF GOD 
God has many faces. Author Len Sweet points out that Christianity has 
embraced every culture in the world and so there are visual images of 
Jesus from each one of those cultures – dark-skinned, curly-haired, slant-
eyed etc. The Trinity opens the doorway to the many faces of God. Just 
as we are not just one thing – I, John, am a husband, a father, a son, a 
writer, a minister, a musician – so God is not just one thing. He is Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit and so we become aware that God can meet us 
where we need God the most. Sometimes we need the discipline of a 
Father, other times the human face of the Son and at other times the 
subtle challenge and promptings of the Spirit will be what works for us. 
When we listen to other people’s experience of God, aware that God is 
many dimensional, we may be challenged and our relationship with God 
forced to grow deeper. In the musical ‘Godspell’, for example, Jesus is 
portrayed as a clown, which at first seems to be almost blasphemous. 
But researching the role of clowns in society it becomes apparent that 
the ‘Fool’ or Jester plays a very important part, revealing the truth and 
even being able to criticise the King when no-one else can. Much like the 
prophets in the Old Testament, the clown can point out what others may 
be afraid to admit to or say out loud. Not such a bad way of seeing Jesus 
after all.  
In our text (Matthew 28:16-20) Jesus tells them to Go! Just as the Trinity 
reveals God’s image to us, we reveal God’s image to the world. The 
Trinity teaches us the very nature of God and is an invitation to become 
more Christ-like, and we then become Christ to those we encounter on a 
daily basis. 
 
THE EXPANDING COMMUNITY OF GOD 
The word Trinity also shows us that God is a community, or, as 1 John 4 : 
8 puts it, “God is love.” This love is continually shared between Father, 
Son and Spirit and as we join the faith community we are embraced by 
the same love. (The text speaks of being baptised in the name of the 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.) And again we are told to go, taking this 
same love and community and relationship out into the world that God 
loves. The disciples began with Jerusalem and spread out to Samaria and 



then, unthinkably, to the Gentiles! Now it is up to us to take the 
invitation further. Who needs your invitation? You know those people 
who you really hope will not be in heaven when you get there? Well, 
probably them.  
We need to beware of deciding who is worthy of God’s love. Not long 
ago Osama bin Laden was killed and we watched the scenes of jubilation 
at his death. That was not right. We should grieve. Grieve a world that 
allowed that kind of person to commit the deeds that he did, and grieve 
at the joy with which his death was met. Would he be welcome in the 
community of God’s love? I think we know the answer to that. The 
gospel of Christ is not soft or partisan and we need to be ever ready to 
expand the love community as demonstrated by the Trinity. 
 
Yes, Trinity is difficult to understand if we get stuck on the words, but if 
we let the words be a sign then it becomes an invitation, a way to 
encounter the many faces of God and find life and love and an offer to 
become part of God’s community and take it to others. 
 

The question is this: 
Will you allow this word to be a sign for you?  

Will you open yourself to the new ways God wants to meet you?  
Will you embrace God’s love and share it with others? 
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