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PART FOUR 

WARMLY WELCOMING 
Being good hosts for the Good News. 

 
We all know the Great Commission given at the end of Matthew: “Go into all 
the world… making disciples…” And, as a result of the faithful over the 
centuries, we find ourselves in South Africa, hosting the gospel at the Primrose 
Methodist Church! As we celebrate 75 years of worshipping at this location, in 
these buildings, we are very aware of those who have gone before, enthused 
by the love of Christ to make a mark in this community, becoming the body of 
Christ in this place. They are nameless for the most part, but the fact that we 
exist as a church here today is testament to their dedication. 
 
How do we continue to carry the legacy forward? How do we make a mark in 
the 21st century and beyond? In Acts chapter 2 we are given a wonderful 
description of the early church community: they would gather to worship, to 
break bread together and share what they had with each other. It must have 
been a very attractive way of life because in verse 47 we are told: “And the 
Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.” It was their 
quality of life that brought people to them – not necessarily persuasive 
preaching or convincing evangelism techniques. They offered something good 
and where others longed to be. 
 
Throughout this preaching series it is clear that we are ‘a people’ – i.e. a group, 
a community, - and so, while individual spiritual formation is important, it is 
with ‘the people’ that we undertake the journey. Jesus was never exclusive – 
He ate with sinners, much to the distaste of the religious leaders of the day, 
and He would move on, even though the crowds in any one place demanded 
much more of Him, because the others ‘also need to hear the Good News.’ As 
Christians, Jesus is our role model and so we can learn much from His attitude 
and actions. 
  
Let’s think for a bit of how we come into a worship service or church event: is it 
OUR church, where we have OUR seat, OUR way of doing things? Since we 
have been coming here for many years the rituals make perfect sense to us but 
have we ever thought of it from an outsider’s perspective? Remember the first 
day of school or work, where everyone knew each other and what to do? 



Wasn’t it nice when someone took pity on you and showed you the ropes, 
made you welcome? 
 
Rev Ray Light used to mentor the new ministers in Kwa Zulu Natal many years 
ago and he taught that a healing relationship had three elements: warmth, 
empathy and unconditional positive regard. This warmth suggests an 
enthusiasm, an eagerness to welcome the stranger and help them fit in; 
empathy means imagining the situation from the other’s perspective and 
unconditional positive regard means shelving your suspicious nature and 
expecting the best from the encounter! 
 
The art of ‘doing Church’ may also need to change which is sometimes 
uncomfortable for the more long-term members. Traditions may be life-
threatening to a church community, who should become aware of those that 
‘also need to hear the Good News.’ Hymns and prayers from the 19th century 
may be very beautiful when you have learnt them in Sunday School and 
understand the language and terminology, but the same truths can be 
expressed in the idiom of the day. Rock music and hip-hop, movies and 
Facebook – all these things are relevant to the Kingdom of God in 2011. 
 

Hudson Taylor spoke of interviewing prospective candidates for the China 
Inland Mission. When asked why they wanted to take Jesus to others there 
were many good answers, all scripturally sound. While he was impressed by 

their fervour he reminded them that nothing but the love of Christ would 
sustain them through the tough times. It is our personal experience of Christ’s 
love that enables us to be good hosts to others – warmly welcoming – and it is 

His love that will ‘add to our number daily, those who are being saved.’ 


