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“How do I love thee?  Let me count the ways.  I love thee to the depth and breadth and 

height my soul can reach…” So Elizabeth Barret Browning writes about the passion she 

shares with her husband.  Can you remember being in love?  I mean really in love?  Just 

plain bowled over and besotted.  So in love that it was just impossible to get your beloved 

out of mind even for a second. I had to officiate at a wedding a few days after my own 

marriage to Linda.  Well I really got the bride to be rattled.  At the rehearsal I called her 

Linda as often as I called her Karen.  She was greatly relieved that I manage to keep on track 

on the wedding day.   Love often shows great promise; we fall into love hook line and sinker. 

 Love changes the way we look at life, it transforms us, makes us do things we would never 

otherwise do.  But to love is to risk.  Where will our love lead us?  The rose also has its 

thorns.  And in our love there is often deep pain and struggle.  Where has your love led you?  

 

Discussion Questions 

1) “To love is to risk.”  Do you agree with this statement?  What risks, if any, are 

involved? 

2) In your opinion is loving worth the risk? 

3) Did God risk in His love for us?  How?   

 

How does Jesus respond when ask what the greatest commandment is?  “Love the Lord your 

God with all your heart, will all your mind, with all your soul, with all your strength. Can a 

realisation of God’s love transform the way you live?  Is it possible that we can fall in love 

with God?  As we look at the loves expressed in the cross today my prayer is that you and I 

would fall in love with God with all our hearts, minds, souls  and strength. 

 

I'm going to present four different perspectives on God’s love; each based on a different 

word for love in the Greek language.   

 

Number One:  AGAPE:  This is the love of long term commitment.  It is a love that remains 

faithful through all circumstances.   It is the love of the long distance runner.  It goes on and 

on, determined to the end.   When I used to compete in long distance running events and 

really felt terrible I would recite the old saying, "When the going gets tough the tough get 

going".  Well when the going gets tough agape love never throws in the towel.  It keeps 

going.  We see this kind of love in God's heart when an eternal covenant is made with 

Abraham and the people of Israel: "I will be your God and you will be my people".   This is a 

covenant that will stand through all circumstances.    We see this agape love when the whole 

world had fallen into sin and God still does not turn away from us but sends His only son 

into the world to die for us.   This is the love of blood, sweat and tears.  Again, we see this 



love as Christ wrestles in the Garden of Gethsemane.  He is facing death on the cross; can he 

go through with it?  In the struggle he sweats huge drops of blood.  If ever the going was 

tough it is now.  Yet Christ submits to the will of love and goes to the cross.   This is the love 

that counts the cost and says, "Yes" to life.    

 

Discussion Questions 

1) How do you see the agape love of God most clearly? 

2) How does this love minister to our broken hearts?  

  

The second love we find in the heart of God is phileo.  This is the love of companionship. 

 Christ took on flesh and dwelt among us.  He walked in our shoes.  And today he still 

takes on flesh and enters into our lives to share all of life with us.  No matter how 

independent or introvert we are, we all have a deep need for someone to walk alongside 

us and share our moments of life.   Remember the story of the golfer who sneaked off 

from work to play golf under the pretext of feeling ill.  He promptly hit a hole in one.  But 

far from being a delight it plunged his life into agony.  He could tell no one about it!  We 

have a need for someone to listen to us and share life with. Listen to the story of two 

special women.   Their names are Margaret Patrick and Ruth Eisenberg. Margaret is 

black and Ruth is Jewish. Both are accomplished   pianists and were esteemed piano 

teachers. A number of years ago each suffered a crippling stroke.   Margaret barely 

survived.  She spent months in hospitals and rehabilitation   centres, finally regaining 

movement on her left side. Her right side is still paralysed. She says often in halting 

speech, "I am happy to be alive." 

 

Ruth Eisenberg is a wisecracking wit, and she now laughs about that moment when she 

suffered the stroke and lay on the floor of her apartment undiscovered for two days. Ruth 

recovered but she does not have the use of her left side and is confined to a wheelchair. 

The two women met after both were referred to a centre. They soon learned of their 

mutual love for the piano. One day they sat down at the centre's   ancient green piano, and 

Margaret's long black fingers moved back and forth over the left side of the keyboard. 

Ruth's shorter, white fingers carried the melody on the right side. They sat close   together 

and leaned toward one another. Margaret's right hand draped limply around Ruth, Ruth's 

left hand lay motionless on Margaret's right knee. Their first attempt was Chopin's 

"Minute Waltz in D" and it was truly a revelation to both. Since then they have developed 

an extensive   repertoire and have performed for countless senior   centres, hospitals etc. 

and have been featured on television shows. One newspaper writer dubbed them  "Ebony 

and Ivory".  (From a sermon by Don Shelby.)  On the cross we have the ultimate 

demonstration of God’s willingness to be alongside us in our journeys of suffering.  The 

cross is a picture of God with us in every moment of life. 

 

Discussion Questions 

1) How does Christ draw alongside you demonstrating his love? 

 

Thirdly:  EROS love.  We get our word erotic from this Greek word for love.  This is the 

love of passion.  Jesus has powerful moments of passion in his life: His passion for a life 



of faith to be available for all is shown is his overturning the table of the money counters 

in the temple.  In the movie Jerry Maguire, Jerry says something like this to his friend 

Rod a professional American footballer:   "You know what’s wrong with you: You are 

never going to make it as long as you're playing with your head.  You need to play from 

your heart with passion."  I want to say to you that you are never going to make it as long 

as you don't play the game of life from the heart, sharing in God’s passion for life.  How 

we enjoy the encounter with a life that shows a passion for something.   We admire sports 

people, artists, collectors etc.  Without passion, life loses its edge.  Christ’s death on the 

cross is referred to as his passion.  Here we see just how passionate he is about every 

human being (and about you!) 

 

Discussion Questions 

1) How does the cross demonstrate God’s deep passion for this world and our lives? 

 

Lastly:  STORGE love.  Christ’s cross expresses a love that lasts to the end (agape love). 

 It expresses a love that walk alongside us  (phileo love).  It expresses an energetic 

passion that will stop at nothing to pour itself out (eros love).   And now we turn to our 

final love: storge love.   This love speaks of the special bond of love between parent and 

child. This is the love that cares and nurtures.   God as our heavenly parent reaches out to 

us with cords of loving kindness.  This is the kind of love that makes a tiny vulnerable 

mother bird pretend that she has a broken wing and limp along the beach so as to lead 

you away from her young in the nest.  The kind of love that says, "I will do anything for 

you."  It is the love of laying down ones life for another.  On the cross we see our 

heavenly parent laying down his life for his children. 

Discussion Questions 

1) God has laid down His life for you.  What does this tell us about our value in God’s 

eyes? 

 

Vulnerability and risk are associated with a display of love.  When we reveal the extent of 

our love for another it is an extremely vulnerable moment.  The greater the display of 

love, the greater the risk of humiliation. We have lowered our defences and deliberately 

come in weakness.  Why would we do such a thing?  Because the possibility of love 

given in return makes the risk and hurt worthwhile.  God publicly displays his love:  “The 

cross has said it all, the cross has said it all.  I can’t deny what you have shown, the cross 

speak of a God of love.  There displayed for all to see…”  It is an unmistakable display  

reflecting total commitment.  In our passage in Mark’s Gospel we see two categories of 

response:  “Those who passed by hurled insults at him, shaking their heads and saying, 

“So! You who are going to destroy the temple and build it in three days, come down and 

save yourself!”  Mocking, misunderstanding, passing by…”  And another response:  

“Some women were watching from a distance.  Among them were Mary Magdalene, 

Mary the mother of James the younger and of Joses, and Salome.  IN Galilee these 

women had followed him and cared for his needs…  these women see where he is 

laid…and they bring spices to anoint Jesus’s body…”  They may not understand all, but 

they respond in love and care.

 



Discussion Questions 

1) How do you respond to God’s outpouring of love on the cross? 

 

For reflection: 

Reflect on the words of this song and try to identify aspects of the above loves 

(Count the ways in which God loves you) 

 

NOW THERES A HEART OF LOVE 

IT’S A LOVE FROM ABOVE 

IT NEVER FAILS, IT’S ALWAYS TRUE 

REACHES ME AND YOU 

…NOW GO AND SHOW GOD’S LOVE 

 

IT’S A LOVE THAT JOINS US 

IT SAYS I WANT TO BE WITH YOU 

IT’S A LOVE THAT HOLDS OUR HANDS 

ALL OUR JOURNEY THROUGH 

 

…NOW GO AND SHOW GOD’S LOVE 

 

IT’S A LOVE THAT IS PASSIONATE 

REACHES DEEP WITHIN  

IT’S A LOVE THAT ENFOLDS US 

EVEN WHEN WE SMELL OF SIN 

…NOW GO AND SHOW GOD’S LOVE 

 

IT’S A LOVE THAT IS CARING 

WHEN WE’RE  SUFFERING 

IT LAYS DOWN ITS LIFE AND SAYS 

I WANT TO BRING YOU IN 

…NOW GO AND SHOW GOD’S LOVE     

 

GO, GO, GO, GO AND SHOW GOD’S LOVE 

…NOW GO AND SHOW GOD’S LOVE 

(Words © James Nicolson)     

 


