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It was time for a Pirate party to celebrate ‘sweet 16!’ Invitations were sent and people were 
encouraged to get into the spirit and dress up. Food was easy – something cooked over hot 
coals along with a good-sized bucket of ‘grog’ and everyone in the family got involved to 
help with the décor. Our picnic table became The Black Pearl, complete with prow and Jolly 
Roger flying high! Fairy-light stars twinkled above and a bonfire was lit to warm the scurvy 
crew. Treasure was hidden and clues written - in rhyming Pirate-speak of course. 
The big day arrived and the scene was set – suddenly we felt uncertain: all this work for one 
evening. Would anyone even arrive (pirate communication being somewhat patchy?) And 
would they dress up? Or would they feel that the whole exercise was rather childish, being 
16 years old now? 
Much to our delight pirate after pirate arrived at the front door, armed to the teeth and 
complete with eye-patches, hooked hands, bandanas, piercings and tattoos! Much later we 
all agreed – this had been one of those nights to be remembered! 
 
But imagine the scene if the response had been half-hearted; if only a few people had 
turned up and they had to leave early for another engagement and so hadn’t bothered to 
dress the part. It would all have fallen rather flat and no-one would have had much of a 
good time. The Kingdom of God is often likened to a feast or party – mostly a wedding. God 
has got everything ready for a really good time, sent out the invitations and it is up to us to 
respond. Like the Pirate guests, we can embrace the opportunity from top to toe or, like the 
wedding guests in the bible story in Matthew 22: 1 – 14, we can find something better to do 
and miss out. 
 
The degree to which we share in new life in Christ is directly proportional to the level of 
response we give to God’s invitation. God has given His all – our participation is what is 
required if we are to worship well and live well as God’s children. 
 
Today we look briefly at four ways to respond well to God’s invitation: 
 

1. Joshua 24: 1 – 17: Remember well. In this passage from the Old Testament Joshua 
calls a meeting of all the tribes of Israel. They have arrived in the Promised Land 
(following the 40 years in the Wilderness) and have begun to take God and His 
provision for granted. Joshua gets them to remember all that God has done for them 
and how everything they have is basically an undeserved gift. After they are done 
remembering Joshua makes his famous statement: “...then choose for yourselves this 
day whom you will serve, whether the gods your forefathers served beyond the River, 
or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and my 
household, we will serve the Lord.” (verse 15) An important element of our spiritual 
walk is remembering – where we have come from, how we got here and the gifts we 
have been given along the way. And it is not enough just to remember – we must 
remember to the extent that we actually FEEL again the hope, the despair, the 
surprise and the joy as we felt them, step by step, moment by moment. We may not 



have wandered the desert or battled the Amorites, but we have definitely 
meandered off the designated trail and fought some pretty ugly demons of a 
spiritual nature. We have been given gifts that have sustained us on the journey and 
companions to share the load with us and we have certainly seen and felt the love of 
God in a concrete fashion. Remember well, then, and how can we not but worship 
well? 

 
2. Romans 12: 1: Sacrifice. The Jews had a religious culture of sacrifice – since the 

earliest times offerings were given to God to thank Him for life and also to ask for 
forgiveness when things had gone wrong. These offerings were taken very seriously 
and everyone was required to bring their BEST. It was not enough just to give any old 
lamb or goat just because it was going to be killed, or to bring along the left-overs 
from the fruit or grain harvest. No, it was an honour to be able to give something to 
God and that something had to be of the highest quality or from the first-fruits. In 
Romans 12, St Paul urges us to “…offer our bodies as living sacrifices… – this is your 
spiritual act of worship.” In this day and age of free and unopposed worship we can 
begin to be a little casual about giving back. David Watson reminds us that “Worship 
that costs us nothing is worth precisely that.” Jesus died on the cross so that we no 
longer have to bring ritual sacrifices to the temple, but our acts of worship (and this 
does not mean only attendance at church) should be given the highest priority in 
terms of our commitment, time, money and effort. What is the best you can give to 
God today? 

 
3. John 15: 5: Organic. “I am the vine; you are the branches.” Jesus gives us a lovely 

organic picture of our life in Him – a lush vine with many branches and much fruit, 
lovingly tended by the expert gardener. The opposite of organic is clinical, which 
means ‘coldly detached’ while the vine on the other hand has an organised physical 
structure that can be nurtured into producing more and better, something life-
giving. Our response to God involves our ‘being’ and is more than actions and words, 
or even rituals and rules. “If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much 
fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.” 

 
4. Mark 1: 16 – 20: Radical. “Follow me”, Jesus says and they leave their nets (and even 

their father) and follow Him. There was no discussion, no plan to ‘fall-back’ on and 
no delay. This image of Christ calling some of the first disciples illustrates the radical 
nature of this new life. Embracing the life of Christ means a bold new step, often in 
quite a new direction; perspectives change and priorities shift. You will not stay the 
same. 

 
So, how about it? You have your invitation – the theme is “New Life”! Will you RSVP ‘Yes’ 
and arrive ready to participate, even if it means putting in some effort to change your 
schedule (as well as your clothes)? Remember that we know the One who is throwing the 
party and He is love itself and so can be trusted to make it a good one! 


