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How important is the past to you? To some, maybe the young, it is not 
important at all. Life is all about the now and the future, managing the 
moment and preparing for what is to come. For those of us who are older it is 
a point of reference, the ‘good old days’, why we are like we are today. 
Someone once said, “If you do not learn from history you will be condemned 
to repeat it.” Exasperated parents say, “When will they ever learn?” 
 
We have remembered our past this weekend. All those who have gone before, 
their gifts and talents, their time and energy, blood sweat and tears in this 
community. In Revelation 2:1 – 7, God speaks to the church at Ephesus. He 
commends their good works, their patience, their spiritual discernment. But 
then He tells them they have lost their ‘first love’ and are at risk of being 
snuffed out. When a church has been in existence for any length of time there 
is a very real danger that it becomes so good at doing all the right things in all 
the right ways but is fast asleep on the inside. A church in form only. Let this 
anniversary remind us of who we are! 
 
“We are building a people of praise.” This is your mission statement here at 
PMC and from which we can get a good sense of God’s direction for us. 
 
Building – this word is the present continuous tense, i.e. it is now, and is on-
going. A process, not completed yet. We are not thinking here of brick and 
mortar but the church as a living entity, the body of Christ. We need to ensure 
that by the grace of God we leave a legacy for those who come after to 
continue in the process contributing towards the Kingdom of God. 
 
People – we are a community, saved by faith and brought to life in Christ. Our 
interaction witnesses to the community at large as we grow and mature. 
 
Praise – the simplest definition of praise is that we bring a smile to the face of 
God in all the things we do. 
 
We are – God’s people, filled with His Spirit. Ephesians 2 tells us that we are 
created for a life of good works prepared in advance for us to do. We need to 
adopt this identity and set about doing it. Allow the Spirit to rekindle in us that 



early fire we felt when we first fell in love with God and let that be the 
motivating factor for our actions as a people of praise. 

 


