
IS THIS GIFT FOR YOU? 
PENTECOST 2012 

READINGS:  JOEL 2:28-29  ACTS 2:1-13  
 

It’s Pentecost, God pouring his Spirit out upon all flesh.  And you, 
what about you? What would happen to you if you were filled with 
the Spirit of God?  Let’s see, God’s Spirit offers you…Consolation…. 
 
Consolation  
A West Indian woman in a London flat was told of her husband’s 
death in a street accident.  The shock of grief stunned her like a 
blow; she sank into a corner of the sofa and sat there rigid and 
unhearing.  For a long time her terrible trance continued as family, 
friends and officials who came and went.  Then the schoolteacher of 
one of her children called and, seeing how things were, went and sat 
beside her.  Without a word she threw an arm around the tight 
shoulders, clasping them with her full strength.    Then as the 
unrelenting pain seeped through to her, the newcomer’s tears began 
to flow, falling on their two hands linked in the woman’s lap.  For a 
long time that is all that was happening.  Then at last the West 
Indian woman started to sob.  Still not a word was spoken and after 
a little while the visitor got up and went…   In John’s Gospel the 
Spirit is referred to us the comforter.  This is a translation of a Greek 
word: “Parakaleo”.   This word literally means the one who is called 
beside.  The word paramedic shares the same root word.  A 
paramedic is one who is called beside those who are suffering.  
Thus the Spirit of God draws alongside us to offer consolation and 
understanding. 
 
Discussion Questions 
1) Can you share any experience of consolation through the Spirit of 
God? (Remember God uses human angels!) 
 
Revelation  
Father Silouan was called out to pray for a family and shares his 
experience: "In the beginning I prayed with tears of compassion for 
Nicholas, and his young wife, for the little child, but as I was praying 
the sense of the divine presence began to grow on me and at a 
certain moment it grew so strong that I lost sight of Nicholas, his 
wife, his child, his needs, their village, and I could be aware only of 



God, and I was draw by the sense of the divine presence deeper, 
until at the heart of this presence, I met the divine love holding 
Nicholas, his wife and his child,...and now it was with the love of 
God that I began to pray for them,..." 
Consider these verses: John 15:26:  When the counsellor comes, 
whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who goes 
out from the Father, he will testify about me....  In John chapter 
sixteen Jesus speaks about the work of the Spirit and says:  “He will 
take from what is mine and make it know to you.”  The work of the 
Spirit has been described as a signpost ministry. He points to Jesus. 
 When the Spirit works in our lives we become more aware of Christ 
and what he has done for us. 
 
Discussions Questions 
1) How would you answer someone who questions the Spirits work 
in their lives because they never feel the presence of the Holy 
Spirit? 
 
Transformation:   
John Venn describes a true missionary as: "He is one who, like 
Enoch, walks with God, and derives from constant communion 
with him a portion of the divine likeness."  When God’s Spirit fills 
our lives and living waters of God produce a harvest.  See Galatians 
5:22 for a list of the fruit of the Spirit.   
 
Discussion Questions 
1) How do we walk with God? 
 
Transportation:  
 
The outpouring of the Holy Spirit is linked to them being witnesses.   
In John's Gospel we read in chapter 21 how Christ breathes the 
Spirit upon the disciple and sends them out.  Jesus says to his 
disciples: "You are witnesses of these things.  I am going to send 
you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have 
been clothed with power from on high."  God’s Spirit offers us 
transportation.  He gets us on the move.  We are transformed from 
spectators to participators: from parishioners to missioners.   When 
we are filled with God’s Spirit we don’t stand still.   With God’s living 
water there is no stagnation!   



Discussion Questions 
1) How do we stagnate in our Christian walk?  In our own lives?  

In the lives of our small groups? In our Church life? As a 
Church? 

2) How should we be on the move as Christians? 
 
"When God gave out brains, I thought He said trains, and I missed 
mine, 
When He gave out looks, I thought He said books, and I didn't want 
any, 
And when He gave out noses, I thought He said roses, and I 
ordered a big one, 
When He gave out legs, I thought He said kegs, and I ordered two 
fat ones, 
When He gave out ears, I though He said beers, so I ordered two 
long ones, 
When He gave out chins, I thought He said gins, so I said, "Give 
me a double!" 
Gee, I am a mess!"      
 
Sometimes when we look at ourselves we think that we are doomed 
to miss out, to be bypassed.  Everyone else seems to have all the 
gifts and we always end up last! 
 
As I listen to the way we speak about the Holy Spirit I realise that for 
many of us we limit the work of the Spirit to the select few.  Oh Yes, 
Mother Teresa, but not me.  We perceive somehow that there is not 
enough Spirit to go around so the rest of us are left in the dark.  
 
Discussion Questions 

1) Can you suggest some reasons why we may think that the gift 
of God’s Spirit is for others but not ourselves? 

2) What barriers exist in your life that hinders your receiving the 
fullness of God’s Spirit? 

 
Let us take a closer look at scripture and see what it says about who 
qualifies for this gift: 
Joel 2:28 ff. “And afterward I will pour out my Spirit on all people.  
Your sons and daughters will prophecy, your old men will dream 
dreams, your young men will see visions.  Even on my servants, 
both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days.”  What 



do these verses say?  “All flesh?”   
 
In Caesarea in Cornelius' house Peter and his companions  are 
surprised:  They share about Jesus and while Peter is still speaking 
(The Holy Spirit is eager to bless!) the Holy Spirit comes upon them. 
 We read: “The circumcised believers who had come with Peter 
were astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out 
even on the Gentiles.” The uncircumcised had previously been left 
out but now they were included.  The first will be last and the last 
first! 
 
Acts 2: 37 ff. “When the people heard this they were cut to the heart 
and said to Peter and the other Apostles, "Brothers, what shall we 
do?"  Peter replied, "Repent and be baptised, every one of you, in 
the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven.  And 
you will receive the Holy Spirit.  The promise is for you and your 
children and for all who are far off...” 
Do you still think that God is going to bypass you? 
 
“Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a 
snake instead?  Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion?  If 
you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your 
children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy 
Spirit to those who ask him.”  (Lk 11:11 ff.) 
 
 
God has said that he will pour his Spirit out upon all flesh.  All we 
need to do is ask.  Do you want to know God’s work of consolation, 
of revelation, of transformation and transportation?   The ball is in 
your court.  The gift is for you. Will you open it? Go on your knees 
and ask!   You will receive! 


